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000000 RPeaders Letters 000¢ed
Dear David,

I hepe you den't mind if I address ycu informally, es dc your other readers on the
letters page.

Thank ycu for sending me issue 36 and the 2nd special. I would like eny back issues
in print yet, and the 1lst specieal if it is still aveileble. The money for these can
be taken out of my subscription, meening that I wculd have to renew that much sconer.
If this is rot enough, please let me know.

The review of Jeck Webb's "Praoject UFO” television series (issue 36, pp.6-7) is
interesting and perceptive, but ncot entirely eccurate, depending as it apperently
does to some extent on false statements about the show made by its producers in
order to enhance the public imege.

One statement in the review is thet "the show's producer William Coleman is a
retired Air Force colonel who ectually ran Project Blue Book during the eerly '60s”
This cleim was frequently made in the US press ton, sometimes adding the period of
Coleman's allefed tenure as head of Blue Beco, 19€1-19R4 (e.g. Los Angeles TIMES,
April 28, 1978). O0Of course, the project was in fact headed during thie period by
Robert Friend (1958-1963) and Hecter Ouintenille (1983-1969). Coleman did have a
position with the project, but a less importent one, end for a much shorter period
of time.

The other erronecus statement in the review is thet "creater-executive producer
Jack Webh 'liberated' files of the actueal cases from the Air Force under the Freedom
of Information Act.” I had not previcusly heard this claim made in the show's
publicity here in the states. The truth is thet Webb had nothing whatsoever to do
with the public felease of the files, which were made evaileble to the public at

the National Archives in July of 1976. The pilot for the series was shot over a
year later, in October of 1977 (Milwaukee JNURMAL, May 21, 1978--UPI article from
Hcllywood), and it premiered on the air on Februery 19, 1978. \/ebb merely took
advantage of the previously-released files.

Fortunetely the review did not repeat the claim that the series is an accurate
presentation of the incidents, as Webb has reguently stated. For example: "I want
it to ke authentic... we're reporting it pretty close to the way it was" (Madison,
Wis., CAPITAL TIMES, Feb. 18, 1978, and Green Bay, Wis,, PRESS-GAZETTE, Feb.19, 1978
--AP article by Jay Sharbutt from Hollywecod).

Webb's claim is belied by the fact thet the UFT incidents depicted con the show are
highly distorted, if not fictional. The actual sightings were as exci*ing as the
dramatised versions (cr even mare sc), ao "dramatic licence” was not necessary.
Furthermore, you would never know frem watching the program that Air Force investig-
atien of UF0Os was, in general, careless, biased, and of low priority. Coleman’s
phony credential is in itsglf a commentary on the integrity of the show.

Thanks fer letting me say my piece about "Prnject UFe,” and for the btack issues of
MAPIT SKYWATCH and the speciel. 1’11 be looking feorward to the next issue.
Ufologically yours, Richard Heiden, Wisconsin, U.B.A.cceseessessesssasassasnassssanss

Bear Qavid,

As usual Skywatch 37 made lively and contrcoversial reading. Where would we be
withcut it! It newver tries to be pretenticus, just sits on the fence and lets the
crazy werld of ufolegy end ufologicsts speak for itself. Keep it up!

The point was emphasised by the lively debate on whe iz right in the simuleated wer
between Tony Pace,and Jechn Hind and myself. In fect I den't even kncw who is ripht
(I expect we a2ll are to & certain extant) so werk that cne put! Fufor cell for an
honest answer; I always try tc be honest and my answer (which I have given befcre)
remains the same. I reported the evidence, es supplied, in FSR. The evidence
appeared to pr-clude the mecon explanation (viz experienced investigaters, my personal
calculations which shewed the mnen had set befrnre the experience ended and the
comments of @ ncoted luner expert Pr.RPcn Maddiscn). CK - sc Tony has shown the mcon
prcbably was the stimulus, hut I still want tn understend how this generated &
ccmplex human experience. Would somebedy (Fufer included? - especially ycur
correspondent, Richard Avery - please tell me how this turns me intn e pseudec-
scientists or myth-meker? It bethers me; I seem te be missing out on & cconnectien
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somewhere. Yes - there is a heavy overlay of belief stimulation within ufology
(end this applies to Teny Pace just as much as enycne else); I just do not see what
purpcse 1s served by calling people rude names just because one disagrees with them.
How many people disagreed with Einstein? Yes at least his arguments were listened to.
I listen respectfully to Tony and other Rufera cofficials. Frequently I disagree and
say so but I keep listening and #c not start to cell them names. This really is too
silly for further comment. There are much mare important questions to ponder. By
far the most importaat aspect of Skywatch 37 was Allen Greenfields paper on Ufo
process. Highly thought-provoking from a man who is streets ahead of most of the
pecple in ufology who spend all their time verbcsitising (how's that for verbesitising?)
and forget the real issues at steke. T agreed with almost every wcrd Allen has ever
written end after commenting in my new becok.that an article in Magenia by him was
the mest important I had read in years he follows it up with yet moee ccgent comment.
Keet et it, Allen. The closed locp idea in ufo process is 2 fagcinating cone which
might go a long way towards expleining something which has eoften puzzled me: Why
is it that ufelogists tend to ettract tcwards them cases which emphasise theilr perseonal
stance? Contrary to what a rather uninfermed :Fichard Avery believes, I do not only
ever investigate CE3 or CE4 cases. In the past 3 years I have only investigeted three
of these (Risley, Frodshem and Oakenholt). I have investigated, cor been invelved with,
far more ordinary cases, meny only get miror menticons or none et all in the literature
(for obvious reasons). Of course CE3s and CE4s get more space, the reasons should
noct even need elaboretine on. Ufcin wes created te concentrete on these cases not
to menufacture them (I am not quite sure what is being implied here). Even sc it is
true that the investigator attraction effect exists. N o doubt it dces apply to me;
it certainly applies to Martin Keatman and A dy Ccllins( who are investigators with
intentions, I do essure you). The need to discuss identified cases is cne I reccgnise.
I published a study of an IFQ in Megonie last year, (Vendetta with Venus) and have
another one in process. Let us hope others will recognise the value of the data in
their midst (a2 print I emphasise in Ufc Study). Allens article bears extensive thought,

but I must here endorse all ihat he says. Let us ell remember its message in our work.
Best wishes. Jenhy!RandlesWerrington,Cheshimel £ Lok alait S SRR 30 S0 S . ve s
* * w ' * *

MENTAL COMMUNICATICNS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DISTURBANCE by - MARK MORAVEC

Some of the mcre exotic UFC reports involve claims cof "mental cemmunication” with

UFD entities. 0On the surface, such reports sucgest that selecteou perple can communicete
with nen-human intelligence by means of "telepethy”. An elternative explanation is

that the people involved ase psycheologicelly disturned and are merely describing
delusions which have neo basis in physical reality. In this article, I will lock at

a numbef of Australian "mentel communication” cases and show how they can be inter-
preted as primarily due to psycheolcgical disturbance.

Case 1

Mr.A. has had one majer sighting of what he believes to be 2 UFO. One night he had
a strong impulse tc geo te the local eirport. He went onto the cbservation deck and
saw a bright, rcund light in the sky; & light which "took off past the moon". The
impulse tc go to the eirpert was so strong that he got a headache.

Mr.A. has alse had a number of more subjective epxeriences. te sometimes feels

that "they" are contrelling his mind against his will and directing him ts do things
which he doesn't want to de. Some nights Mr. A. has seen "invisible” beings near

his bed. In one perticular instanca, he was awakened by the prasence of an invisible
being pointing to a burn merk (accidently dene when welding) on his forehead. FHe
believes that the west cosst of the UZA will be destreoyed by earthqguakes or other
natural disasters as punishment fecr the wickedness. of men.

Can we accept tie reperter's statements as a true and accurate peortrayal of reality?
In order to evaluate the case, we heve to lock at the persons reported experiences
and how clese these match up with the repcrted experiences of people who have been judged
as psychologically disturbed. We alsc have tc look at the reperter's backgreund to
see 1f there are any factors or crises which may have contributed to a psychological
disturbance.
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In this and the following cases, there are a number of experiences'which“éhé:typical

of these rprpcted by "paranoid schizephrenics”. Accerding to disturbantes in chnitive
functioning. The individual may have delusions where real events are misinterpreted

in a way which substantielly differs frem consensual reality and where these inter-
pretations significantly influences the person's thcughts and behavious. 'Less coften,
the individual may also have hellucinaticns where he "perceives” people, cbhjects or
events which dc NOT physicelly exist; cr fails tc perceive people, objects of events
which DO exist. Hallucinations may invelve any of the five senses, though auditory

and visual hallucinations (in that crder) are the mcst frequent.

As the term suggests, the mest commen delusicn of parancid schizophrenics is a paranoid
feer of being influenced and contreolled by outside forces. Although common sense may
initially suggest otherwise, a belief in a hostile werld offers many psychological
advantages. For one thing, a paranocid person is relieve of personal responsibility
for his own situaticn. The blame for personal failures and wreongdoings is always
placed upon somebody else. Parancis can be viewed as a psychological defence
mechanism which precjects the individuael's respensibility onto the external world.
Another advantage of parancis is that e perseon can make an uncertein world predictable.
No longer dues he have to battle with his own persecnal conflicts or with subtle social
influences. The paranoid’'s "enemies” are clearcut - all he has to do is to fight
"them”, and then life will become rosy. Fowaver, because this is a delusiocn, he

will never aicceed. The paranois individuel gains a short-term comfort at the expense
of obtaining long-term solutions to his problems.

In the case of Mr.A., the subjective emperience of his mind being contrclled by
outside forces is typicel of the paranoid individual. The "invisible” beings

are hallucinations which help provide companionship and meaning to an isolated,
alienated man. The predicted natural disasters are part of a nseudo-religious

belief which functions to de-emphasise the individual's own wraknesses bv emphasising
the failings of other peonle.

There are a number of factors. in the reporter'’s background which have probably con-
tributed to his psychological disturbance. He is a 56-year-old migrant who lives
alone in a small room with only the barest of essentials. He hes trcutle staying

at jobs; scmetimes fights the people there; "they're @ll against me, and I don't
know why”. He sometimes strikes cut in frustration. 1In his home country, he some-
times wanted to kill himself "because it was all too much” for bim. All these
details show that Mr.A has trouble ccping with everyday life. His isclaticn, old

age and the social dislocation of trying to settle in e new country have all probably
contributed to his present state of affairs. His UF0D sighting is only a low weight
nocturnal light with no supperting witnesses cr physical evidence. Since he has read
much UFC literature with a preference fer the "way out” type of articles, we can
safely conclude thet Mr.A has merely incorporated UFO material into his delusions.

Case 2

Mrs.B cleims to have had three UFN sightings. The first was 30 years agc when she
and a girlfriend wew an unusual object of light on a clear summer day. In the mest
recent sighting, her home wes "buzzed” as a light went slcwly nverhead, "hovered”
for five minutes and then went slowly away. In adcditicn te these sightings, the
reporter claims a continuing series of bizzare experiences involving centect with,
and harressment by, unidentified entitites or forces. Her pxperiences started some
four years ago and were mostly centered in her heme. She claims that articles of
clething disappeared when she wanted to use them and then later reappeared.
Electricel eguipment broke down; the television went haywire. She receives peculiar
phone calls from people with unusual, unreccgnisable voices who tell her they've
sean her, to ccme anc meet them, cr that they will come over and visit her. She is
also under telephathic contrnl to make telephone calls to strangers. She claims te
be a medium and is cccasicnally taken over in deep trance, afterwards not being able
to remember anything.

The reported attributed other experiences to persecution by scientologists. She is
centrelled at a distance by &n unidentified hynnotist whn forces her to write
"psychic” letters ageinst her will and either pcst them cor deliver them to a
"contact” she refuses tc name. Mrs.BE. decesnit know when she is "under hypnosos” but
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other people notice she is acting differently. Thoughts not her own are being put
into her head. She is watched all the time end is fellecwed eround by pecple in cars.
"One day a garden truck tried te run cver me”. She believes the scientdlogists are
trying to drive her crazy beceause she resists their attempts to get money out of her.
It should be noted that Mrs.B's first and only contect with the scientologists
{(before the praesent "harrassment” wes over 20 yearsago.

Mrs.B believes that other people (especielly men) dislikeher for no reescn at all.
Scmehow she manages to "turn sveryone off”. She is blemed for anthing that goss

wrong and keeps losing her job. When she moved home, ske received more strenge
telephone calls and she believes her nhone was tapped. She ther moved into a hotel.
in the same aree and cne day found her decer smashed in. More recently, Mrs.B., claims
to have been kidnapped and beaten by "entities”. Incidentally, the reported cleims to
have an unusually large aure and to be "psychic” like her mother.

The above date can be interpreted in. either a ufclogical or a pnsychopathclogical
framework. In the ufological framework, we can firstly take note of the three
nocturnal light sightings. However, these are of a lew weight end Mrs.B. was very
vague on details. Secondly, the mispleced cleothes cculd be interpreted as a polter-
gelst (teleporeation) effect: The malfunctiening of electrical eaquipment alsc falls
into line. However, there 1is ne objective evidence supperting the reporter's claim.

. The. communication with "entities” could be interpreted as contact witk the UF0 intelligen
However, the witness is unsure of who she is "in centact” with., The harrassment cculd
be interpreted as an MIB- related manifestation. However, she attributed a large
part of her harrassment to the scientologiste and is unsure whether er not it is
connected with her "UF0" sightings.

In the psychopathological framework, we can interpreé the reporter's exneriences as
matching the "symntom nattern” of parancid schizophrenia. Mrs.B. appears tc have
paranoid idees of reference where she unjustifiably associated external events with
herself. For example, the alleged harressment by scientologists and entities;
thoughts being put into her heau by hymnesis; being forced to write letters:
receiving threatening phone calls; being follow=d at night; even her disappeering clothe
are seen as part of some consniracy directed ageinst her. She is prejecting her own
unacceptable thoughts and feelings onto other people and events so that is appears
that she is being persecuted. The reporter has also had hallucinations. An exemple
is the man whc picked her up one night and who suppesedly turned into a repulsive
caterpillar right before her eyes. Her nerception of self is al.o disturbed. She
feels she has been taken over hy other personalities whao must be pleased.

If the reporter of these experiences is geoing through a schizophrenic episode, whet
triggered it off? 7Jt is probaly not a ceincidence that these bizzare experiences
started shertly after she was divorced fcour years ago. My impression is that the
reporter was searching for a label for her experiences, i.e. as due to UFQ entities,
or the scientolcgists, cr something else. As far as can be determined, 211 her
reported experiences are completely subjective. Thus it is most likely that Mrs.Bs
experiences are due to a disturb ed psychological stete trigeered off by her marriage
breakup.

Cese 3

Bor many years, Mr.C claims to have seen "beautiful spiritual lights” celoured rink,
green, blue or orapge. The lights cecme down, stop in mid air and burst into many
beautiful colours. The leargest UFD ne saw was a large ball of which light with a
grey coleured central cabin. The object seamed to land close to e ridge. The
reporter later disvovered a "blasted” boulder which he connected with the ldght.
Mr.C wanted to go to bed but a veoice seid to him: "don't go, wait”. He waited and
"saw the most beautiful sieht I ccould ever see” - white, zig-zagging lichts. Mr.C
claims to have had several "vonice” contacts. 0On a bushwalk, he heard a voice tell
him which was tne right path tc take: "The track is on your left side.... I said
thank you whoever you ere, turned left 20 feet and beheld the track. Was it a UFO
being who could bend light waves or wes it e Snirit from the other side.?”

Another time, the voice of his mcther told him that he was on the wrong river.
When he geces "deep into the UFD country” he received the feeling that little friendly
pecple are present and ere guiding him deeper into the porge. Mr.C. believes there
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may be a UFO base nearby and that he is a medium receiving the higher vibraticns
which others can't perceive. Amongst cther subjective experiences, Mr. C. has had
the feeling that scmeone was in the house with him and has had dreams in which he saw
an underground "hanger”. He claims to be Bble to treck UFOs with divining rods

and claims spiritual gifts” of diving with rods for wate r end minerals, tmance
healings, automatic writing, reading flowers anc teacups, vecices and visions, FSP
cemmunications with animals and psychometry.

Now tc an evaluation of the case. Al least some of the UFC sightings appear to be
explicable. The bursting lights could be flares. According to the witness himself,
a televisicn newsrenport stated that the most spectaculer sighting was actually of e
meteorate. The possible physicel evidence of the blasted boulder is unconfirmed.
Mr.C's susbjective experiences indicate & disturbed psychclecpical state. The "veices”
are most probably hallucinations. This is especially indicated by the incident
involving his mother's veice which functioned te nrovide comfert and reassurance to
him whilst in his isclated mods of existence. The man's background indicates
difficulties in coping with 1life. At age 49 he had a nervcus breakdown after his
marriage brcke up. He now liwes alcne, excent feor his dog. Hd owns his cwn home
and pecple call him a "Pension Bludger”. 1In cne of his letters, Mr.C. asks:
"Why me, Why?? Whe am I, just a badttler through life, hated all my life, but have
kept as far out in frent as I could.” In conclusion, Mr.C's exneriences apnear tco
consist of delusions and hallucinaticns esscociated with misinterpretations of mundane
lights and incorpeoreting UFO and psychic lore. His marriage brealup, his profeund
isolatien and his advenced years have probably all centributed to his current state
of affairs.

Case 4

Mrs.D.claims to heve hed five UFO sightines. In the first sighting,the reporter got

up frcm bed when she head neighbourhced dogs barking. She heard a soft, low-pitched
humming scund, looked cutside and saw a large silvery-white, cigar-shaped object facing
three smaller cigar-shaped objects, all at e high @ltitude, Bluish-silver "sparks” emanate
from one cigar while the larger ciger apreared to "shudder”. The witness woke her
young grand-daughter whe, unpnn being shown the lights in the sky, became frightened
and ran into &nother rocm. The objects were viewed fer cver an hour and then the
witness tried to get some sleep. The following afterncon, the witness allegedly

became ill, vomited and had recurring headaches. Mrs.D. later discussed the sighting
with her relatives. Strangely, her daughter-in-law was also allegedly to experience
the same phsiological symptoms!

The second sighting eccured @ne night at 4 am. An orange-coloured “flyinc seucer”
with black sections or "windows” was seen for 20 minutes by Mrs.D. and her daughter-
in-law (the latter allegedly becoming ill as detailed above.) After the object left,
Mrs.D. felt "as if I had lost a friend”. In the third sighting, Mrs.[ll. saw a vague,
dark shane over the telegrarh wires at 1.30 am. In bhhe fourth sighting, she saw a
white, dinner-nlate shaped cobject in mection for 15 minutes while a passenger in a

car. The object disappearsd from view befare anycne else could witness it. Mrs.D's
fifth sighting was of a triangular obkiject, multi-coloured, which appeared to move
towards a plane.

Apart from these sightings, Mrs.C. has experienced halluoinaticns of "letters” in the
sky. 0Once, she was stending at a busstnp and sew brown-coloured "initials” ("S"” and
"P”) which appeared to come cut of a cloud. No one at the bus ston gave any indication
of having seen the same thing. Another time, Mrs.D. was travelling in a cer with her
family when she again saw some letters in the sky. However, the others in the car
ridiculed her and claimed there was nothing to be seen. The reporter also claims to
have had two visions of Christ in a neighbourheod church. The erparitional figure, which
arpear ed to carry a gcblet, walked up tc her, seld "drink this for my sake”, and

then glided awey and disapreared. She was the only witness to these visicns.

Several times Mrs.N. has received mental communications whilst engated in routine
activitiss such as dong the washing or watching television. In cne incident, a male
"voice" stated: "We are peaceful...Seek and you will find. You have net lived on

our machines but have visited ten minutes as condisions were unsuitable. You

contacted @ 'mothalin' frem a white clcud. Many peenle from 'Asperio' are from Japan;
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England a few: and Australia 125. While on earth we seek, we have ways of ccmmun-
icationg. A messege will be transcended very shortly. 25 men will be transported
shertly. We think this man trensperts. Cenfide in nec one except self-seeing humans.
In contact with human who speaks foreign tongue. Do not touch. Evede is left eyes.
We @ee eyes fer transmission. Left hand straight with thumb up. Cuticle of utmost
importance. Keep eyes clean. Protect celours: green, amber, blue geod.”

The messages apcear to consist of images and words not necessarily connected in
legicel sequence, arncd the cverell tone of the passages is emotionadess and”mechanical”
The above message was accompenied by visicn of trees, large red flowers, a building
and a black shiny pend all in the one scene. Mrs.D. is not sure whether the messages
come to her in a nsychic way from UFQ intelligences or from her own mind. I would
suggest the latter. The "communicatdérs” provide e comfort and reassurance which
Mrs.D.fails te find in ordinery living. By receiving these messages she has beccme

a focus of attention end gained the feeling of being an important person.

The rencrter claims to have a psychic background as a medium and has allededly
accomnlished feats of levitaticon, healing by prayer, the sending of telenathic
messages and the production of ectoplasm. Severel times she has suddenly start ed
speaking phrases in a "language” that no one has been able to identify (so-called
"speaking in tongues”). She helieves her home has become ifested with mice, cock-
roaches, tarantulas, etc. A woman told her th&t it was a test by Ged.

How do we evalute these bizzare claims? OCn initial examination, Mrs.D’'s UFo sightings
appear to be fairly detailed and specific. However, at least some sightings may be
misidentifications of planetary cbjects (feor example, the light which was viewed

for over an hour) and subjective exaggeraticns cof ambiguous stimuli (the "dark shape”
over the telegraph lines). The claimed physioclegical effects may have been induced by
fear rather than any stranpge UFO influence. It is elso possitle that the single witness
sightings were hallucinetcry - especially since Mrs.D has experienced a variety of

other hallucinations. The repcrter'’'s ckservations of "letters” in the sky end visions
of Christ are clearly hallucinatory since cther people present failed to observe any-
thing unusual. Likewise, her mental communicaticns are meost likely auditory halluc-
inations incorporating her subconscious fears and ideas from UF0 and psychic lore.

She appears to hold the delusicnal belief that her hosse has been purnosely infested
with bugs and pests, Her instances of locse asscciation (the mental messages) and of
fragmented/incorherent speech (the "speaking in tongues”) are tynical of the disturbances
in thought which can be found in psychoses.

There are a number of factors which appear to have centributed to the remorter’'s
psycheological disturbance. She is ag=d 65, lives elcne and is very isemlated. Her
pecetry reveals an intense Lcneliness. She readily edmits that life is going tco slow
for her and that she is not invelved encugh. She is diverced and immigrated to
Australia scme 16 years ago. Apparently a number of years egn, Mrs.D. underwent a
pericd of amnesie frllowing the death of a very clese friend. There is evidence of
marked conflict and tension between herself and some members of her family. Her
mystical background hes provided her with ample rew materiel for delusions.

Froem the above cese studies, we cen draw out a number of commen factors which ere
"warning signs” that may peint te a psycheclogically disturbed individual . Firstly
if we look et the actual EXPERIENCES renorted, the feollewing experiences are consistent
with an evealuetion of nsycholeogical disturbance

* delusions (particularly pareanoid beliefs) 'k

hallucinations (such as "voices” and unnleasant smells)

disteorted self imege (bedy "contaminated”; body falling apert)

a bizzare, cor illogical asscciations in thought and speech

autism (retreat from reelity inte a fantasy world)

vagueness and low weight cof UFO reports

single witness status of experiences.

L R B PR el )

Secondly, there are a number of E;tness backgrecund factors which can contribute
to a disturbe d psycholcgical state:
* isolation

*-new settler (immigrant)

* o0ld age

* history of nervous/mental breakdowns *unstable work history

* difficutty in mersonal relaticnshirs. *well read in UFO and psychic lore.

e ™ lad Seecise VL cne TR B s b it R )
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Current conventicn divides psychological disturbances into two majer categories:
psychoses and nuroses. Nuroses can involve: ;
l. Worry, tension and distractability - indicants of excessive feer
2. Excessive forgetting obsessive thcoughts and compulsive rituals - self-defeating
attempts to cepe with fear situaticns.
3. depressicn and fatigue - psychelegicel residuels of prolonged tension.

Psychecses can feature: :
T, hallucinations - disturbances in perceiving reality

2. delusions - disturbances in interpreting reelity

3. lcose associetions, fragmented and inccherent sneech - disturbances of though

4. prolenged melanchely or elaticn - disturbances of mend.

5. isclation and withdrawal from others - disturbances in personal interaction.
(Buss.1986, n.31).

It has been seid that the neurotic dreams in an unreal way abcut life whereas the

nsychotic lives life in an unreal dram. Using the above classificaticn system, the

people disoussed in the case studies would be considered to be disnlaying psychotic

behaviour.

Each of these twc majcr categories can be further subdivided. Peranecid schizophrenia
(featuring paranoid delusions) is ceonsidered te be a nsvchesis. It has to be stressed
thet these thecretical distinctions are inexact and controversial. There can, in fact,
be ccnsiderable cverlap in behavicus between categeries. Alsc, @ "breakdown” and the acce
accompanying behavicur changes may conly te tempecrary. Another point requiring

emphasis is that we are not dealing with an organis "illpess”. There is no mysterious
"insanity virus” flcating abcut. On the basis of current psychclogical knowledge,
psychoses can mest reascniBbly be viewed es the result of many interacting factors -
cultural, interperscnal, learning, biclegical and cognitive. Thet nerson, wheo may

be biologically cr devzlopmentally rradisncsed to respond in a schizephrenic way,

may have a breakdown if he experiences sufficiently great environmental stresses or
crises. Further reasearch is required tc determine the relative influences of all
these factors.

The 1ine between "ncrmal” add "abnermal” behaviur can be extremely fine depending on
the situation cr the cultural ceontext. TIs the man who keeels down next to his bed

and starts talking to himself made, cr is he praying? A witness doss not have to be
psychologically disturbed to he eble te put an exotic intermretation on his exneriences
For instence, pecple whe are religiously-inclined can find great significance in their
UFO experiences:

Cese 5:

Mr.E was driving hom when ne saw a very bright, silver-white, cigar-shaped object

or light source, staticnery in the sky. Nc scund was detected and the cbject was
seen for about 30 secends. The renortee alsc felt that definite "feelings" had been
"transmitted” from the object: "It wasn't aggressive, and it wasn't afraid - it

was just sitting there as if it were a part of the sky, a part of the scheme of
things, & part of nature, and it was such anatural part of the sky, that other peorle
probebly would not have noticed it. It seemed to know how to be & part of the
Universe, and wasn't concerned what we think of it... It was an experience which I
think few people would associate with es it was something which happened to me alone
(seemingly cnly & very short incident, but has had a fairly great imract on my under-
standineg of man's existance on earth and his relaticnship with God).” %cen after the
sighting, Mr.E. became suddenly away cof what an "extracrdinary beautiful clear deay

it was". He said that the "sky wes thebluest he had ever seen before” and felt sure
that these very streng feelings and the beauty of the day were relevant. "Without

a doubt this day was extremely 'sniritual’.’

In this case, the sighting stimulus cculd essily have been a distant ballcon cor
aircraft. The witness has strong relieciocus cenvictions aend this led te a religicus
interpretation being placed unrn & mundene event. It was a way of c onfirming his
bwn desire to believe in "Gnd”, and of heing & privileged witness to rne of "his"”
manifestaticns.

The existence bf UFO-related "mental communication” cases raises;several lssues.
One issue is - what ccmes first: the nsychosis er the UFD ex-erience? ® have
argued in the case studies presented, that perscnel difficulties have centributed
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te a psychclegpical disturbance and that the individual has merely incernorated
UFQ and psychic lere in his delusions. An alternative viewpoint is that a traumatic
UFe experience can trigger off a psychotic reaction in the individual. For this
latter hyrpothesgs tc heve any support, I would suggest that at least three conditions
are neeessary.
a. the witness has experienced a traumatic UF0 experience.
b. this UFO experience has nct been overshadcwed by personal crises, and
c. the disturbed psycholeeical state (and accempenying behavicur) cleerly began

AFTER the UFO experience.
None of the casés which I have examined satisfy these criteria.

Are there any cases cf mental communicaticon which cannct be explained as simply due
te a psychological disturbance? Further research is reauired to give a definite
answer to this question. However, there do exist a number cof provacative cases

which are difficult to dismiss. In the. Frankston, Victorie case of 1972 (Magee 1972)
Mrs.Puddy had several detail=d encounters with UFOs, mental communicetion contacts
and apparition experiences. However, this was only a single witnes case. The 1968
French case of Dr. ”X” (Michel 1969) is cone of the mest extensively documented cases
of psiufelegical rhenomena cn record. In this case, the central witness received
mental communications and exrperienced a wide veriety of paranormael events subsequen t
to a detailse UF0 observatien. FEven in the continuing case cf DOr.Andrija Pubarich
(Holroyd 1979), whilst the communicetions received vie mediums were most nrobably
expressions of subconscious fantasies, some aprarently genuine paranormal events
(poltergeist-1like effects and telepathy) did take nlace. In these cases, whilst

the mental communications can still be internreted as delusicnal, these subjective
experiences mey have been triggered off by a genuine UFO experience. Thus the"mixture
Hypcthesis" sees these cases to be a combinetion of objective, inexnlicable UFQY
paranocrmal events and subjective nsycholigical delusicns.

What are the implications of mental communicaticn ceses? At the mest, they imply
that some human beings can cemmunicate directly with elien intelligences, and that
such communications may potentially alter the course of human history. At the least,
they imply thet some people can successfully incerperate the UFD mytholegy intc a
cemplex, if delusionel, belief system. It has been the aim of this pacer to show
that at least some mental communication casses.can ba explained as being the delusions
of psychologically disturbed indivicduels. Other, more evidental ceses appear to
invelv e psychotic delusions triggered off by traumatic, but objectively real, UFO
events.

References:
Buss, A.H. Psychopatheology NY: John Wiley & Soms 1966
Holroyd, S. Briefing for the Landing on Planet Earth Lnndon: Corgi, (1877) 1979.°
Magee, J. UFO over:the Mccraduc Road. Flying Saucer Review, vol.18, Ne.F,
Nov-Dec. 11972 pp 3-5. ;
Michel, A. The strange case of Dr. "X". UFO Percipients 9(FSR special issue Nc.3)
Sepn= 19695, PaS=16k o

(Reprinted from the Journal of the Australian Cebtre for UFO S wdies, Vel.l No.3
June 1980 and Vol 1 No.4 August 1980).

* * * * * *

REVIFWS
BOOKS
Signs_cof _the Geds by Frich Von Daniken. Published by Souvenir Press, 252 pages

with photographs/illustratiens. Price: £5.95.

This latest offering waes first published in German under the title of 'Prophet Der
Veragangenheit', and has been translated for Scuvenir by Michael Heron. Since his
rise to prominence in 1969, fcllowing the success of his book 'Chariot of the Gods'
Von Paniken has cornercd the market with his "VWas Ged an Austrcnaut” writings. All
Danikenites will, I'm sure enjcy this latest offering and will no doubt be asking
for more! The first charter deels with the 'Ark cof the Covenant', which rambles on
for some 40 pages, only for him to conclude that "the ark of the Cecvenant must still

be in existence,” and thet the Plutnnium reacter weuld still be emitting redieticn,
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therefore Von Daniken's way cf unccvering the ark is with "e helicepter with

sensitive detecters on beard to fly over the potential territorries”. Simple, isn't
it? Has anycne got a smare CH-47 C Enccok? The rest of the beck is the usual
"evidence”, clcning, mystery tribes, Malta - which he describes as a "paradise cf
unsolved nuzzles”, a comment I'm sure the Maltese Tcurist Beard will welceme! Daniken
is the King of the Unanswered Question; perhaprs when he's written fifty books this
bad habit will dry up. Tc sum up Caniken, the werds of Clifford Wilscon are appropt
riate: "He takes ccnjectures, accents them as facts, builds nntec them way-out theories
and presents his "many small ccincidences” accerding to his own nreccenceived noticns.
He deliberately chceses the unconnected, wecves e semblance of connecticn arount it,
and puts his theories out as forgone cenclusions. This anproach is cften used by
writers, and it may meke exciting reeding, but cne dare not accept it as substantially
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The Jancs Peonle by Freank Johnson. Published by Neville Spearman. 198 nages

illustrated. Price: £4.50.

Johnscn's book tells the story of a "Clese Enccunter of the Fcurth Kind”, (abducticn/
regressive recall of events). Experienced by five witnesses on a lonely road in
Oxfordshire in the summer of 1978. "Ufclogy lccks gquite different after experienc-
ing this investigation”, the eauthor nrcclaims, fcllowed by "This story is sensational”,
Indeed it is, but not in the way Johnson would wish us to believe. The Jancs people
we are told, all ten millicn of them are waiting in spece for permissicon te land on
Earth eand start 2 new life, thrcughout the bcck we hear of the 'nlanet Janos and its
demise caused by one cf its mcons, Satcon, breeking up, climate, transport, food,
clething, animals, housing are all featured to give us the impression of it being
cnce the elusive utopia. The five witnesses - Gloria, Frances and Johnp, a carpenter/
jeciner and the twe children, Tenya and Natasha, related in meticulous detail their
ordeal. This includes the usual routine, a rather rcmantic comment comes from
Uxiaulia, a top explerer pilet, when answering the question, "Where is Jancs?”, his
reply is, "Further away thaiv you have every dreamed of”. I found Johnson's questions
very disturbing, a goed example being the fellowing when talking with Matasha (whe
was five yeard old at the time of the incident) some eight menths after the experience.
FRANK: And did you say ycu saw pecple in the windows?

NATASHA: Yes!

FRANK: And you saw them lcoking through the windcws. e yocu think they were lecking
at you?

NATASHA: Don’t know!

FRANK: Were they looking down at you?

NATASHA: Yes.

A gcod case of asking leading aquesticns! With the abcve in mind Johnscn later states
"Young children are more reliable, as witnesses, than mest adults”. The author's
ccmnlete belief in the whole stery is very evident indeed; such gems as the fellowing
enhance this view - "if its tripod straddled the roadway” (the tripod legs being

50 feet &ell supnorting e 350 foct diameter spaceshin), "the very size of the space-
ship wculd make it unrecognisable as such by a passing motorist; it wculd look

like & moterway bridge in a patch of mist."” The Janos reople are responsible for
the Sasquatch and Jchnson also does not rule out the pessibility that the Tunguskea
explosion in Siberia was the accidental destruction of e Jancs shipr. When reading
the book, and in particular the philesorhical aspects eof life on Jancs, my thoughts
reminded me of an American TV movie mede by ABC &n 1971 sterring William Shatner
about space visitors who colcnized the earth because of the destruction of their

home nlanet. These aliens were peace-loving cld-fashioned folk, like extraterrestrial
Waltons, - this film was called 'The Peorle'. I"m scrry to say that this book
follows in the mcould of Harold's "The Uninvited”, and would ncot be out of rplace con

a Science- iction bockshelf, At last Britein has its own Daniken, savs Kevin
McClure (see h’s review of the Rirmingham MUFON Cconference this issue), which
probably means to say thédt it will be @ best S€ller sveeverososanoscesssnssssssnsnnes

Round_Trip_to Hell in_a Flying Saucer py Cecil Michael. Published by Reofhoprer
Enternrises Inc., 10, Orchard Street, Avondale, Aucklaend 7, New Zealand, 55 pages.
Price: Three dollars 45 plus cne dellar 20. £Also availehle frem Susal Stebbing,

41, Terminus Crive, Beltinge, Hernz Bey, Kent CTE BPR (writes for pricel.
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This book is a reprint of the original, first nublished by Vantage Press in the States
in 1955, and tells the bizarre story of Michael, an auto-mechanic being visited by

two visitors from outer space who decide to take him to hell and in doing so he

meets the devil. I don't wish to seem unfair but I could not stop laughing and in<®
the end I put the bcok dewn in disbelief. At one stage we have Micheel seying that
the interior of the spaceship was illumineted by giant candles! I have never read
such nonsense in all my life. However, I would advise people tc read it, just teo
experience a part cof ufoleogy histeory best forgctten.

The_Interruntec Journey by John G. Fuller. Published by Souvenir Fress, 340 pages.

illustrete-d. Price £6.95.

Following the success of Fuller's last twe becoks, "The Ghost of Flight 401" and
"The Airmen whe would nct die”, it wes perheps the appropriete thing to fer the
first time publish this classic case in Britein. Included in this edition is an
un-dated foreword end epileogue which includes a hypnetic sessicn with the Hills
Benjamin Simon, Fuller end Allen Hynek. After seeing the drematised version of the
Hills' abducticn on television scme time ago, mede by Universel in 1975, entitled
"The UFQ Incident”, which was very well made, the bcok is an in-denth investigation
into two hours that were lest when Estty and Barney Hill were motoring home frem
Canada to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, USA. They hac ncticed e large shinipg ohiect
ahead of them and only through countless hours of regressive hypnosis ccnducted by
a distinguished psychiatrist, Dr.Benjamin Simecn, does the ttue detail of their
remarkable encounter emerge. Betty's recall of seeing a star mar in the Ufo,
which Betty later drew and was identified as Zete Reticuli, is reel evidence that
the whele affair wes physical end nect a product of the mind. T recommend this book
to all serious students of the subject - a lcng needed update of a case that has
stood the test of time.

Photographs_of the_Unknwwn by Reohert Rickard and Richard Kelly. Published by the
New English Librery. Lerge hard back formet, 144 peges. Price £7.95. This
fascineting book was rublished un October 16th. It includes scme 300 photeographs
(many never before publishecd) and is a unigue collection of photopraphic evidence

-of the paranormal. The beok is in six narts, chapter headings are: Strange Life:
Unusual Natural Phenomena; UFOs; Psyctic Phenomene; Paranormal Persons and Mind

over Matt er. A six-nage introduction nrecedes the conllection of nhotogranhs.

Rickard and Kelly must be cengratulated fer uncevering this mass of visual excellence
and I for one hecpe that a second velume can be published in the very near future.

The large format and glossy paper makes some of the inclusions very impressive indeed}
In particular, Stigmatae on pages 70/71, Lansings Thcughtography on pages 80/83, Pein
Inmunity con pages 114 and il5 and the colour phntos of the Enfield Poltergeist case

at the end of the bock. This beck is a must for anyone's book shelf, and & first
class reference source as ell photos are credited with their source at the back cof
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* * * * * *

NOTES_FROM_A_PARALLEL UNIVERSE - THE BIRMINGHAM NUFON _CONFERENCE _11,10,80,.
Advertised in FSR as having the theme "Close Encounters in the Past, Present and
Future”, this edition of the NUFDN Cenference never really had any pretensions to
objectivity or scientific methed. I suspect that it wes originally designed te
launch the Psigenics theory to a birecader audience, but in fact it amounted tc more
than that. It was e valuable experience, and there was much to be learned: about
belief, human neture, ehnormmal psychology, and sometimes about UFOs. But essentielly
this wes a day devoted tc UFOlogy rether than UFOs, to our apnroach and resncnse tc
the phenomenon, rather than tc the phenomencon itself.

It fell to me tc "deo” the past. which I did in the conly viable way, lcooking at
accounts of reiigious experiences. With evidence gathered frem a variety of ceses -
the "Egryn Lights” (Wales 1805), Fatima, Garabandzl, Lourdes, Joseph Smith, Llanthony
and Beaureaign - I nainted out the freguency with which these carly entity cases
appeared to have their "cue” or trigger in the appearence, often to witnesses to

whom the éntity did not then eppear, of a bell of light or similar event. To ms

at least, it seems that CE cases have been occurring for many yeaers, with notably
consistent cheracteristics.
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Martin Keatman followed with a very relevant piece about "Acceptance Levels”. His
abstract ran - "This paeper examines UFO and UFQO occupant experiences and attempts
to explain why there appear to be so many different types. It is rather that we se e
what we expect and would wish to see, more so than what is actually present”. . .
If investigators were on commission, Martin Keatman and Andy Collins would be rich
Of course they have been criticised, as any individual will be who sets himself up
as an expert, and works so hard at living up to the title. But live investigation
is difficult, and if Martin were to think out his case reports as well as his piece
on "Acceptance levels”, and could consistently apply the thinking of one to the
content of the other, there would be little to criticise. As he said, "If you wish
to believe in UFOs from other worlds you wiil do so. If you beliefe in demons,
angels, fairies, elves and the Virgin Mary you will see them. If you b elive in
the Devil he will surely apnear to you. To believe is to cloud your vision . . .
remember, belief is the enemy”.

Anyone who heerd Andy Collins speak would have to admit that he has courage. He
spoke first from a broadhseet titled "The Prophecised MNew Age - What's it all
about?” and then introduced John Day, the central figuepe of the Aveley case, who is
now both a co-worker and a friend. It is clear that Andy believes in a forthcoming
earthly Armageddon, and that this belief derives in large part from dreams and
visions experienced by John and Sue Day in the wake of their "abduction”. While we
were not, unfortunately, permitted to know all the facts (which are apparently

b eing saved for Andy’'s book, "The Chosen”), the key vision has been of the battered
and scarred- remains of humanlty climbing- wéarlly up-Dragon Hill, Ufflngton to await
the arrival of UFCs to carry them off 'to' "some destinatidn unknown ..the "message"”
extracted from this is what we should live pure, healthy,,vpyetarlan 11ves,” § 4k
tetal ‘harmony wifh thd forces of the earth.” The alternative 'is that they will
suffer total degeneration, will become violent, errogant, ‘disorienteted, and
confused; and end their time in total destruction as the world itself collapses
around them.”

John Nay, who spoke briefly about Aveley, and then answered a great many qusstions,
has something of the guru about him. His lifestyle is the ideal of Andy's ccncept
of the New Age survivor, and it is easy to see how he wins over these who meet him
and listen to him. He has a serenity and candopr that swayed even the darkest
cynics among us, but sad to say that in no way confirms the ol jective truth of his
claims. Evangelism has 1little to do with investigation, and knowing that presumably
valuable information wes being withheld for publication later did not encourage
belief in the selflessness that was being recommended.

Secrecy and belief also feeatured in Frank Johnson's introduction to his boeck, "The
Janos People”, on sale for the very first time at the Conference. Bythe time this
piece appears many of you will have read thté book, and formed your own opinion of it.
I understand that no report of the case has been submitted to UFOIN or NUFON, and
the reason for this seems clear; the evidence for the cas e is so poor that it
will only stand the sort of uncritical presentation it receives in the book. There
is every reason to assume that Mr.Johnson's own bzliefs have dictated the nature
and content of the investigation, and on one occasion during his talk he said,
referring to the films shown to the witnesses, "We saw one of the dogs.” When
picked up on this by a member of the audience he exrlairned, "I"m a little bit
telepathic”. As the talk proceeded, he described psychological theories as "Airy,
vague, meaningless phrases”, and generally substituted repeated and unreasoned
assertion for conv1n01ng arcument. At lastl Britain has its own VYon Daniken. What
a pity!

After this flight into unconvinéing (but clearly profitable) sciencefiction,the
ubiquitous Jerny Randles came as an immense relief. Again, she is an individual who
lays herself open to criticiem by attempting to do what matters to her excentionally
well., She has already achieved an immense amount, and while she may be accused of
dictatorship, she has at 1least nroved that a successful investigation network, with
markedly high standerds, can be run without councils, committees, or Peers of the
Realm. She has caref ully relfelcted the trends that have rrevailed in UFClogy over
the last few years - perhans this is where her nrohlems are now beginning.
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On this occasion, however, Jenny did the right thing, and did it very well.

After a day filled with beliefs, oninions and dramatic uicecunts, she bombarded us
with facts, figures and analysis, from a survey she has made of CE3 and CE4 cases.

I will not try and give details here (I'took 5 pages of notes in 20 minutes), but it
must be obvious that detailed amalysis of the material we 'sp diligently collectis
absolutely vital if we are to resolve its problems to any extent. I hope Jenny

will have time to. extend this survey beyond the basic ‘70 cases, and will have the
chance to nublish the results. She clearly feels she has a responsibility to take
an overview of CE cases just as they are, leaving argument and dissection till after
the material has been collated and organised. I am sure she is right. Funnily
enough, she was the only sneaker, on the day, to whoem the "paranormalism” label would
not stick! 3

We don't have many conferences, and each of them ought to be something of a mile-
stone in our development. This one certainly had its own character, and you could
tell it had been set up by the Parasearch team. There is no douht that Parasearch
has impressed many of us tiwh its diligence, its willingness to investigate despite
personal inconvenience, and its energy in propounding new and radical approaches to
our subject. But its influence and its way of thinking are essentially what has 1led
to charges of "paran ormalism” from NUFOIS, and of "gllowing a vociferous and sctive
minority to pervert the truth by making the facts fit their own beliefs"”, from FUROR.
They have also led to letters such as that in Skywatch No.37 which ends, "Am I the
only oerson to have noticed that the same people are always investigating these
bizaeare and weird UFQ/phychic cases,and never your Joe Soaps.”

Well, to some extent you make your own luck, or set your own Acdeptance Level, or
whatever. If you expect only ever to investigate third-rate LITS, then that's
probably all you'll ever get offered to you. Parasearch, and a good many mere of us
know that if you go out looking for good CE cases with psychic and mystical’overtones,
and you ask the right guestions in the right places, then you'll find what you're
leoking for. ‘And it does seem rroven that mehy people are 1lcoking for weird reports
and who's to blame them? LITS ere not very interestingT—Ehd who wants to make a
wholehearted commitment to boredom?

This is a time of experiment, and exneriments involve patience, ingenuity and risk.

I suspect:that Frank Johnson's experiment has prcbably resulted in his creating a
lengthy and complex CE3/CE4 through .an act of sustained will‘and desire, more or less
regardless of objective reality or exnerience. Andy Collins, who works incomparably
hard at UFOlogy., has quite possibly fallen,through over-involvement, for an archetypal
falst prophec y. But then, it is a remarkable individual whc never allows belief to
get the better of him (And let one thing be clear - Andy organised this confemence
like a professional, and I hope he'll be asked tc dc it again).

The risks to individuals involved in what we might call radical UFOlogy are ccnsider-
able, interms of both mental well-being and family life. Howwver, tactless or

awkward its practioners may be, there is no peint in criticising them for investigating
in a way w e do not aprrove of, or cof being jealous of what they come un with as a

result of investigating in that way. There is no "right” or "wrong” way of investigating
- to refer to one approach to investigaticn as that of "Jce Sceps” displays ell the
cultural subtlety of the average skinhgad. Ball lightning is no mare the whole

answer than is psychism, and Zeta Reticuli and the Hill Star Map have as little to do
with constructive ‘investigation as does the presence of the Sasquatch on a planet cn

cr near Janor. To decry CF3 and CEA4 cases on principle is simnly bloody-minded.

In a couple of years, we will be very grateful tc cur "paranormalists” - such Q?

them whaose mental health and interest lasts that long - for establishing the boundaries
of intelligent UFOlcgy, and for finding cut how to investigate without a BUFORA report
form. A !present, it may well be that they are seen tc exaggerate, to over-emphasise
features which interest them, and to give the impression that they do not wish to be
"Joe Soaps". But fcr precisely this reason, the groups and individuals that counter-
belance this attituds should be sticking with MUFON and UFOIN, not deserting it. Let's
leave backing off to BUFORA, who are busy making a virtue of it.
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There must, of course, be a sticking-point, a point where enough is enough. My

opinion is that the cue for that pcint is the detection .f intentional dishonesty,

and any eccusation cof that kind must b e taken seriously, and answered comprehensively.
Cries of "Copyright”, ir "it's waiting for publicaticn” are irrelevant at best, and
are likely to reise doubts. I have only one suggesticn to resclve our current
conflicts, to improve the general standard of investigation, and to help clarify

the mature of the phenomena and that is, simply, to deny ourselves the dubious

luxury of hypnctic regression. An unccnscious witness is all tco melleable.

Let's keep them comsscious, keep them talking, and keen ourselves sane.

* * * * * *

UFC RESEARCH: TROUBLE ON THE GROUND by CHRIS RUTKOWSKI

Although Philip Boffey had a different meaning for his title, the above paraphrase
is very much epplicable to the present infighting between rival UFO groups.

Reading of the conflicts between the "north” and”scuth" British grouns, and of the
APRO/NICAP/MUFCN ward in America, one has to sit back and lock at the situation fr-m
a different viewpoint.

The basic unity between the grouns lies in their egreement that UFOs need to be studied.
Ideally, the studies shculd be done by e resourceful group of coordinated scientists,
each eollecting and evaluating data. Howegver, the present situation has, for the

most part, small clusters of individuals with reletively little scierntific background
striving to find "rrocf” of UFO existence. Research is hampered by many problems:
ineffectual overlap, groun politics and backbiting. In general, however, most groups
cocperate on a large scale, and this is easily observeble in the overlan of memberbhir
of severel crganisations. DOr.Hynek hes pcinted out (CUFOS Bulletin, Spring 1980,
Pp.3-6) many weys in:which various networks serve as efficient reporting agencies.

He notes that the main reason there are so many UF0D renorts coming from England is
related to both these reporting systems and the high number of organisations rer unit
area.

In canada, the situaticn is more sparse, with usually nat more than cne group per
province (excepting Ontario). For comparison, per unit area, it would be as if there
were-only one grour in all of Britain! Attemnts to ccordinste these Canadian’ groups
are still in the testing stage, but it is expected that a feasible netwerk will form
soon.

A major cause of infighting is due to human nature. This is evident worldwide  (and
of cocurse is not confined to UFQ grours). It is rarely a case of "who is right?”,
but more usually just an unresclvable dif ference of orinion. Another problem lies
in the fact that there is far too little self-criticism by UFO investigators and
researchers of their own work, yet there can be no "official” judge of quality in
ufologicel circles at this time. Peer groups are just beginning to form for UFo
research. This is related to the makeun of the UFO groups themselves.

When a case is reported, whom doss it "belong” to? It may not be as simnle as
"first come first served”. What if the first group, Group A, has a less efficient
team than Groun B? Whet is Group C has better equioment for analysis? Whe is to
judge this efficiency and quality of equinment?

Again, it is wise to search for the ideal. Acase is useful as data if it is investig
ated thcroughly and-the investigating agency includes all relsvant facts. Alsc, it
would be important that information about the case be readily accessible to other
researchers. Without a "UFO Citation Index” or "Ufology Abstra cts”, however, the
latter is attained to @& good degree by publishing in ufczines. If Groun A overlooks
a fact that Group B questicns, then sheculd Groun R reinvestigate? (A re-evaluation
by a nearby group might prove useful, escecially for the close-knit skroups, for
example, in England. In canada, however it is unlikely that if Groupr E in province
E is incompetent in a UFQ investigation, Groun F, several hundred miles away, will
look into it). But this brings ur a nossible situation of fingernointing and name-
calling, some things to be aveided at all costs.

Differing attitudes, too, play an important role in group rivalyy. It is obvious
that a group with an ET outlook would tend tn be at cdds with a grcur leaning towards
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the metaphysical aspscts. But even within the senarat. attitudes, there can be
disagrement between factions, for example, who apply less critical judgement than
others. -

Gray Barker had the right idea when he develcsed his chart depicting the atiitudes
of ufologists today. Tt is easy to'find the "left”,"right” and "middle of the road”
groups and individuals in the UFO field.

Of course, nobody is entirely "wrong”. A psychic’oriented or a hollow-earth group
serves to develcp UFQO theories as well as a "scientific” Greup. Even badly-organised
groups dig up useful infecrmation fer other reasearchers. Should they be purged
anyway?

The answer lies in the main mystery of the UFO phenomencn. NMNo one knows what the
objects really are. Therefore, Groun A's theory of origin ia just as feasible as
Groun B's (within reasonable qualifications. What if Group C thinks UFQ0s are holes
in the firmmament?) We are all UFO investigators, and/cr reseerchers, trying to find
the truth. Personal conflicts and group rivalries definitely do not centribute to
fruitful ends, yet are obviously gomng to continue as lang as people are involved
But isn't that what UFO investigation is about? After 211, we're not exemining the
UFO, but the witness. The witness is even already in e dfeensive position. ("I know
what I saw!”) ‘Do we precve his or her sighting is a hecax, misidentificaticn or true
UFO? Grour A finds evidence to show it was ball lightning, but group B has evidence
to show it wes a spaceship. (Group H , of course, holds a seance, and a spirit
refutes both of them).

I don’'t know. R valries exist even ameng scientists; they are inescarable. 1In the
field of UFO research, however, rivalries only fuel the attacks by scentics who

point out thet UFD "buffs” cannct seem to come to terms with each other. We're
already in a bad position, end conflicts do not help at all. Put, we'll manage,
since in time, enough peer pressure will develop to a point where "good” UFQ research
will be recognized and appreciated.

And, to finish, let me add that a UFQ report is net ”"mine” or "yours”, but "ours”.
and "theirs” as well. I think that a centrel depository for UF0O reports is an excell
ent idea. Contact UK and CUFQOS both have UF0O catalogues which are immensely wvaluable
Easy access is another definite ples, which still can be improved upon. Otherwise,
what the heck, we're doing fine! :

* * * * * *

MAPIT MNEWSDESK

With this issue of Skywatch we say goodbye to 1980 and welceme 1981; the last twelve
months have been very quiet regerds actual ufo sightings. Most of them investigated
by MAPIT turning out to be IFDs. In the New Yeer we will be featuring some of the
more interesting cases from 1980 as well as brief details of the identified cases.
Anyway, on with the Nnews..ccecceccessscss

Bad news in issue number nine cof 'Alpha’ magazire published in October. 0David Harvey
and Roy Stemman (cc-Editors) inform subscribers that Issue 9 may very likely be the
last. Firancial reascns it would seem, are to blame..ccceceeeecnes

Lock out fer Raymond Dranke's new book 'Titans in Antiquity’ yet to be published.
Tt will,be his, Sth ‘'Geods.and: Spacemen’ S Boakr sk e Snanis Sihing 'oh

The beok 'Astronauts of Ancient Japen' by Vaughan M Greene, reviewed in Skywatch 33
is now aveilable in Britain frmm Prentice-Hall Internationel, 66 Wood Lene End,
Hemel Hemnpstead, Herts, HP2 .4RG. Price £4.5C plus 55p postage..ceeeceeecneceee

Another book .from Charles Perlitz will be with us soon. Published by Granada,
entitled "The Roswall Incident’, it cencerns en American CE3 CASEeccescssssssanns

Issue 2 of 'UAP Encounters’' published in Jersey by Cean Preston is now available.
It includes "Biography of a Heex' by Fufor and ''!€0’'s - a UK selection’ by yours
truly. Write tc Hautes Murailles, Semares Lane, St.Clement, Jersey, Cliciceccecscnss

Annuel Suwscripticon to Bufora has been idncreased to £7.50 frem §£5.00. Write to_:
Betty Wood, 6 Cairn Avenue, Lcndon, W5 SHX for e membership forMeceeccessccscess
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Genesis is the title of a new bock published by Corgi ard written by W.A.Harbinson.
Its the first pornographic fictionel book on Ufes and Ufology. An investigator named
Stanford has a novel way of interviewing witnesses. He illicits dats from them by

beating them to death or by raoing them. 611 pages in length - it should come with
arGevernment health Worndng SeIRrliceR-tc s ol 720w Ieeaie. o) ool ops o @8 o) ote aiel gl o B o

A varied selection cof cassette tapes (13 in total) covering UFOs is available from
Reginald Bradbury, Riverside Cottape, Bridgend, Hernford, Sidmouth,Devon, EX10 ONG.
Twe tapes £3.00 cor ten dollars overseas (eir mail). Send an SAF cr IRCs for complete
L5000t 010 0 Ol 0 0 6.10f 048 5%

NUFOR (Southwest) have re-named their group 'Praobe’ and the magazine "The Probe Report’
copies ere 45p. They alsc have hardback cecnies of Arthur Shuttlewcod's book 'Warnine
from Flying Friends', which is 266 peges in length and can be bcught from them a2t the
bargain price of £1.00 including rpostage. Write to: Ian Mrzyglod, 18 Marigold Valk
Ashtan;, Bristall, '5S8 2RMNarstelenhon el 272027 0E 0 ci % . Atk <y o of e

Hanger 18 is the name of a new film just out st arring Carren McGavin end Rebert Vaughn.
The story cencerns a creshed Ufo and its coverup by you know whn! Also another film

tc watch out for 1is ’'The Ufo Chrenicles'. Currently in preduction it will incorporate
actual documentary footage as well as clirs from earlv UFD movies. More details on
this when available will be published in Newsdesk.....eeeeeaceees

Jenny Randles wrote teo us recently concerning her new beooks - details as fellows: -
UFC STUDY will be published in about March by Pebert Hale. It is a guide to the
develcpment cf Ufeclogical skills for the would-be ufclogists. WINDOYW ON ANOTHER
WORLD, co-written with Paul Whetnell is a study cof the windew area phencmencon with
relevance to the Oakenhclt area of Neorth Wales and the sxneriences of the Sunderland
family. Due in May from Nevélle Smearman. Jenny is wlso working on a fourth book
which concerns 'time ancmalies’ cr instances where time has gone amck. This book is
tentatively called TRAVELLERS IN TIME. A centract is in nrrcesss at the moment, but
it will probably not be publiched by either of her cther Publishers....eceeeeeacscas

New titles from Sphere boocks to look cut fer in the new year are Tarctmania, written
by Jan Woudhuysen, which is 'the definite Guide tec the Tarct'. and Your Innate
Psychic Powers by Jean BUrNS......eeeeeennn

The 15th Movember was a hectic day fer me, as a meeting between Probe from Bristol,
Fufor and Mapit took place at the editerial eddress. In attendance was Ian Mrzyglod,
Mike Seager, Terry Chivers and Julie Blake for Freobe. Steven Cleaver, Mark Tyrrell
and Tony Clarke for Fufor and myself on behalf of Mapit. I weould like to thank all
those who attended and made the =ight hours eof ufeleogical talk so rewarding. It is
hoped closer ties can be geined frem this infeormal meeting and that a future get-
tcgether can be arranged..cecsccescncscs

* * * * * *

2nd LONDNN INTERNATINNAL UFQ RESEARCH COMGRFESS

DATES - Sunday and Menday 24th and 25th May 81 (Spring Bank Heliday)
VENUE: Mount Royal Hetel, Marble Arch, London W1,

Following the successful first Irt ernaeticnal Cengress held in London in August 1879
BUFOPA (British UFO Research Association) are now finalising the rrogramme for the
second Congress to be held in May .1981. .

An eminent panel nf speakers frem the United States and Eurcpe will subsequently be
anpounced. Amongst these expected to nresent napers at the Congress are:

Or.Bruck S Maccabee cf the United States
Dr.Alain Fsterle of France

Mr.Charles Bowen, Editor of Flying Saucer Review
Sener Jese Antenie Campana of Madrid, Srain.
Herr B Kyhlemann - Sweden Prcject URD.
Mr.D.Haisell, Canada.

Eminent Pesearchers from Sweden, Germaeny, Cenmar, Netherlands and other countries
have been invited to particirate.
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The President of BRUFORA, Lord Kings Norton, Engineer and Scientist, is anticipating
opening the Congress and Addressing the Celegates.

Or. Hynek, Diracter of the Centre fer UFD Studies in the USA and for twenty years
a civilian censultant te the US Air Force, is alse expecting to attend the Congress.

During Cecngress proceedings a rerort will be given updeting the work of the
provisional internaticnel ccmmittee on UFD researsh. Following the meeting of the
Ccmmittee in Copenhegen, during Ccteber 1980, it is anticipated they will be meeting
in London immediately prior tc the Congress in May 1981.

A full pregramme of the Congress will shortly be published giving the bibliogranhies
of the sneakers and the contents cof their subject. An exhibition of UF0 Research
mat erial will be displayed, and any grcoups of ufnlogists or organisations at home
or abrerad are welccme to participate in the exhibition after clearance from the
co-ordinater through the Ceongress Secretariat.

Any UFO groups wishing to circulate their members with details of the Ccngress can
obtain leaflets on application to the qecretariat._ (please state numbers required).

A special Congress dinner is planned for the Sunday evening hosted by Lerd Kings
Norton which will be by ticket only. WNegntieticns are in band to obtain for the -
Congress one of the zest UFO films nreduced and this will ke shown after the Congress
dinner.

Te enable people who live outside Leonden to attend the Congress at a considerable
saving, BUFORA is negetiating with British Rail and Grand Metropolitan Hotels a
sprecial Congress Package. This incorporates e return travel ticket from the
delegates lrcal station plus twe night accommodation in" a centrally lecated hotel
Details to be published bhortly.

BUFORA expects this second InternationalCongress to he of great interest to hoth
Ufologists end the Scientific establishment and consequently the cultist fringe
will not be welcome.

For further informaticn contact:

Office Hours z Jeffrey Mansfield 01 629 66186
Evenings - Lionel Beer, London 01 723 0305
Leslie Bayer 04427 6140
Peter Hill, Edinburgh 0589 33720

I would like to thenk Leslie Bayer for the abcve informékion an the 2nd Interneticnal
UR@ICoRE reEe . & il £ SRUaL. . SR RS

A handy little booklet is the newly published 'Flying Saucer Treasure Trove'; it is

12 pages in length.and includes some 110 mames and addresses of interest around the
world, cassettes, slides, detectors, nhetos, etc. If you are looking for items such
as that then this publication will be of great help. Alsco available is the 'UFN
Research Directery with 600 contacts worldwide in its pages. Both oublications
nublished by Gene Duplantier, 17 Shetland Street, Willowdale, Ontario, Canada, M2M 1XS.
Price of Directory: twe dollars 85, \Write tc Gene fer a full 1list of books and

INQULAIZ T HES" o stap an s 5% ras ol

If e red cross apnears on the frllecwing line, ycur subscriptien has run out with this
issue. See back page fer rates frbaguiing WINESES o170 ¥4

May I wish all members and readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy Mew Year. Thanks
to you ell for your much needed supnort throughcut the yeer.

DAVID REES.




ADVERTISEMENTS
JOURNAL OF GEOMANCY: Cuarterley and informative. £3,00 pa. frem : Nigel Fennick,
142 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambridge.cceceececseseacas

Are you reading THE KINGDCM VOICE: The British monthly newsletter dealing with Eible
prophecy and the coming new age and order. £2.0C or 5 Nollars post free. Fromi
Reginal A Bradbury, Riverside Cottage, Bridgend, Harpford, Sidmouth, Devon. EX10 ONG.

OCCULT WORLD: The independent magazine bridging the gap betweer the various occult
traditions. Stimulating and controversial, on open forum for all occult points of view
and dedigated to pagan cc-ocperatinn. Quarterly 30p post paid. From: 303 Cauldwell
RaliERtad'; Inswlichl; ™ SURTRDAK ST P4 S AEr e R T 1b ayuie s oo ecleds

REVELATION: is a quarterly magazine, published mainly for the occult student and
spiritual seeker. It is a magazine which bridges the gap between the ancient wisdom
and ndw age teachings. Single back issue - 38p. Latest issue - 45n. 4 issues Sub.
ful 0] Prices include pestage. From: Revelatior, 8 Victoria Court, Victorisa Poed,
New- Brighton, Wirral Merseyside, L45 9lD...ccseeceennanes

UFO INSIGHT:Published by the Federation of UFC research and an excellent and inform-
ative magazine. Single issues 25p and six issue®sub, £1.20Mn.° 'Sent to_: Fufor, 2 Acer
Avenue, Crewe, Cheshir.ceceseeecscscss

WARMINSTER: Ley and UFO centre. Ccttage now available to UFO researchers, skywatchers,
and ley hunters. Hclidays cr weekends. SAF for deteils - UF0 services, 47 Belsize
SquaPes > Eenton’: © MNS . S e s

MAGIC SAUCER: A poel of news, and views reflecting the maginc and mystery of strange
things in the skies. A magazine for young ufo enthusiasts. 25n a copy. Write to:
8 Ely Close, Habberly Estate, Kidderminster, Worcs....eeceeecesees

THE LEY HUNTERS: The leading Ley-line magazine in the World. Edited by Paul Devereux,
six issue sub £3.08. From: PO Box 152, London.. NIQ. 2EF ... ey emsnale

FORESIGHT: A bi-monthly magazine dealing with spiritual evelution ef humanity and
prometing a rhilosorhy to encourage a greater srniritual awareness of the true spirit
of the new age. Single issues 28n 6 issues £1.74p. Write to: John Rarklam, 28
Beaufcrt Avenue, Hedge Hill, Birmingham, B34 BAD..ceeieeeessenns

EARTHLINK: Read earthlink for sericus flying saucer news, ufo reports, articles and
related phencmena, frem heme and abroad. Rates: UF 62p a single ccpy. £2.50 (4 issues)
overseas: $§1.00C a single issue, £4.00 (4 issues). Chgs. Pnstal orders, IMOs payable
to the: Essex UFO study Group at 16 Raydons Rrad, Dagenham, Essex, BMS S5Jr. Gloria
SavaLle' GERn* SECREEIOr Yista sttty e aioferacers .o s

GNOME NEWS: The gnome clug of great britain/goncome interrationel, the club for
paople aged 3 tc 103 who enjoy gnocmes. Are ycu interested in the more ‘intangeable
inhabitants of the earth either as serious phencmena or fantasy. Membership £2.50
(GB) elsewhere £3.50. Enamelled gnome badge, gncme news, issues 3 times a year. The
Gnome Club is at: The 01d Rectery, West Putford, Devon. EX22 7XF..ieeeeienneanas

FORTEAN TIMES: The magazine of strenge nhencmena, published guarterly and recommended.
4 jssue sub £4.00, Write to: 89-12 St.Annes Ccourt, tondon. N1l. ° °

NEW UFO DIRECTORY: of UFQ eand Strange Phencmena Groups, Societies and Publicatiens
Werldwide. Price £2.00 ‘inc. pcstege from: UFO Network, 2 St.Ivian Court, Colneyhatch
Lane.,. drondan; . N1 e veratde sie dxageis

UFO NEWCLIPPING SFRVICE: Want tc keep up with the reel "Clese Encounters?” One
excellent way of doing so is with the UFO Newsclipping Service, bringing ycu UFO

reports from the United States and around the Werld. Since 1969, cour service has
obtained newsclippings from an internationel press clipping burdau, then reproduced them
by photo-offset primting for nur subscribers. Many fascinating UFO rerorts (photegranhs
landinps and nccupant cases etc) are cnly nublished in smaller daily and weekly news-
papers. Our service nrovides these fer you, elcong with wire-service items from
Associated Press, United Press Internaticrnal Peuters and otker agemcies. Fach monthly
issue of the UFC Newsclipping Service is a 20-page rernort containing the latest UFOD
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accounts frcm the US., England, Canade add Australia, Sou.hh Americe and cther
cecuntries. English translaticons of foreign language repeorts are alse provided. Let

us keep you informed on Vtorld wide UFO ectivity. For subscription informatien and
sample nages from our service issues, write today to UFO NEWSCLIFPING SERVICF, Qucius
Farish, Route 1 - Box 220, Plumervilee, Arkansas. 72127, USA...eeveeresanses

»” * * * * *

THE END BITS

AP ES)

Horse sense is so celled for a very grod reeson - horses don't bet on

people - Carruthers.
Sign in a Manchester Office:
Rule cne: The boss is always right.

Rule twe: If boss 1s wrcng, see rule one.

When I'm esked to bhold the fort, why does it always turn out te be the

Alamo? - Magde Graham.

SUBSCRIPTINN AND MEMBERSHIP TO MAPIT AND SKYWATCH IS £3.00 (6 issues),
SINGLE COFPIES ARE 35p EACH. OVERSEAS RATES ON REQCUEST.

SKYWATCH Nc.38 NECFMBFF 1980/JANUARY 1981.




